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WITH ADAM HOWELL

The Alphabet & 
Vowels

Chapter 1



א
ALEPH 



בּ
BET 



גּ
GIMEL



דּ
DALET



ה
HE



ו
VAV



ז
ZAYIN



ח
ḤET



ט
ṬET



י
YOD



כּ
KAPH



ךְ
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ל
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מ
MEM



ם
FINAL MEM



נ
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ן
FINAL NUN



ס
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ע
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פ
PE



ף
FINAL PE



צ
TSADE (ṢADE)



ץ
FINAL TSADE (ṢADE) 



ק
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ר
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SIN
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תּ
TAV



Potentially 
Confused 
Consonants



Hebrew 
Vowels



The Shewa



BeGaD KePhaT Letters



Guttural Letters

)ר( ע ח ה א



1. Gutturals (including ר) reject dagesh forte. 

2. Gutturals take composite (ḥaṭef-) shewas (◌ֲ, ◌ֱ, ◌ֳ), not simple vocal 
shewas (◌ְ). 

3. Gutturals prefer /a/ sounds under and before them, usually pataḥ (◌ַ). 

4. Gutturals ּע ,ח ,ה at the end of the word take furtive pataḥ. 
a. Furtive pataḥ represents a vocalic glide into the final /a/ sound 

of the guttural letter. It is not considered a vowel and will appear 
as a pataḥ that is slightly shifted to the right of the letter ( חַוּר ). 

b. Futive pataḥ should be ignored when we begin dividing syllables. 

Characteristics of Gutturals



יתִארָ֫קָ
Quiescent א



Distinguishing Vav & Yod as a Consonant or Vowel

השֶׁמֹוּ
סוּס
בוֹט
הוָצְמִ
הוֶּצַמְ

תוֹצְמִ
תיבֵּ
איבִנָ
םוֹי
ןיָּדַּ

םיִמַ֫שָׁ
ירַבָדְּ



Alphabet Song



 ל כ י ט ח ז ו ה ד ג בא
ת שׁ שׂ ר ק צ פע ס נ מ

Alphabet Song



Genesis 1:1

םיהלא ארב תישארב
 ץראה תאו םימשה תא



םיהִלֹאֱ ארָבָּ תישִׁארֵבְּ
׃ץרֶאָ֫הָ תאֵוְ םיִמַ֫שָּׁהַ תאֵ

Genesis 1:1



WITH ADAM HOWELL

The Hebrew Syllable
Chapter 2



“The Hebrew syllable must begin with a consonant 
and contain only one vowel.” (SkG, §2.1).  

Syllable Definition

What about a shewa?

רבָ ׀ דָּ⟵ רבָדָּ
םירִ ׀ בָדְּ⟵ םירִבָדְּ



Open & Closed Syllables

Open syllables begin with a consonant and 
end with a vowel (“CV” syllables)

רבָ ׀דָּ

הלָ ׀ טְקָ

ץרֶ ׀ אָ֫ ׀ הָ ׀ מֵ



Closed syllables begin with a consonant, has only one 
vowel, and then ends with a vowel (“CVC” syllables)

רבָ ׀ דָּ

ץרֶ ׀ אָ֫ ׀ הָ ׀ מֵ

Open & Closed Syllables



רבָדָּ

ץרֶאָ֫הָמֵ

הפָשָׂ

Dividing Words into Syllables



תישִׁארבְּ
Dividing Syllables with Quiescent א



• Tonic – The accented syllable; the final 
syllable unless otherwise marked. 

• Pretonic – The syllable immediately 
before the accented syllable. 

• Propretonic – The syllable before the 
pretonic; may be more than one. 

• Post-tonic – The syllable immediately 
after the accented syllable. 

Syllables and Accents



רבָדָּ

ץרֶאָ֫הָמֵ

הפָשָׂ

Syllables and Accents



Qameṣ and Qameṣ-ḥatuf

Two Criteria…
1. Closed syllable
 AND
2. Unaccented syllable

ץרֶאָ֫הָ

םקָיָּ֫וַ



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Working with 
Dageshes & Shewas

Chapter 3



Distinguising Silent & Vocal Shewas



Distinguising Silent & Vocal Shewas



Shewa “Fight” with Composite Shewa



Dividing Syllables with Shewas

םירִבָדְּ

לֹטקְתִּ

םילִטְֹק

־ירֵבְדִּ

ילִטְקְתִּ



Dagesh Lene & Dagesh Forte

What is a dagesh lene? (soft dagesh)

רבָדָּ

תישִׁארֵבְּ

שׁדָּקְמִ



Dagesh Lene & Dagesh Forte

What is a dagesh forte? (“loud” dagesh)

* לטֵטְקַ⟵ לטֵּקַ



Dividing Syllables with Dagesh Forte

* לטֵטְקַ⟵ לטֵּקַ

לטֵּקַ



Dividing Syllables with Dagesh Forte

* לטֵטְקַ⟵ לטֵּקַ

לטֵּקַ



Shewa Under a Dagesh Forte

םילִטְּקַמְ



Distinguishing Dageshes Dagesh Lene if…
1. BeGaD KePhaT Letter?
2. Preceded by the 

absence of a vowel 
sound?



Dividing Syllables with Dageshes

םיתִּשְׁלִפְּ
הָיתִּ֫לְטַּקִ

ינִּתֵּ֫תִּ



Dividing Syllables with Qameṣ & Qameṣ-Ḥatuf

הלָפְנָֽ
אנָ־רמָשְׁ
ץרֶאָ֫הָ־לכָּ

הלָטְקָ
הלָטְקָֽ



What is a mappiq?

 הּבַגָּ



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Prefixed Words & 
Particles
Chapter 4



The Definite Article



Interrogative ַ־המ◌ּ



Inseparable Prepositions ( כ, ל, ב )



Conjunctive Vav (ו)



ןמִ  Preposition



Interrogative ה



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Introduction to 
Grammar & Syntax 

for Translation
Chapter 5



Dividing Syllables with Shewas

• Grammatical Person – “…the 
perception of the action from the 
point-of-view of the speaker.” 
 1st person – “I,” “we”
 2nd person – “you,” “y’all”
 3rd person – “he,” “she,” “it,” “they”

• Grammatical Gender – Masculine & 
Feminine

• Grammatical Number – Singular & 
Plural; “Dual”



Personal Pronouns



Noun “State”
• Absolute – “nouns that function like a 

‘regular ole noun.’”

• Construct – nouns that communicate a 
genitive relationship; “of” 

דוִדָ־ירֵבְדִּ
“words of David”

סוּס
“horse”



Noun & Adjective 
Endings



Basic Verb Forms & Translation

Triconsonantal Roots

Verbal “Shells” 

לטק   אוב   רכז   רמשׁלשׁמ   רבד

     (Qal Pf 3ms) לטַקָ=◌ַ◌ָ◌+ לטק
     (Qal Pf 1cs) יתִּלְטַ֫קָ =יתְִּ◌ַ◌ָ◌+ לטק



Qal Perfect



Qal Imperfect



Qal Vav-Consecutive Perfect Veqatal



Qal Vav-Consecutive Imperfect Vayyiqtol



Standard vs. Stative Verbs

• Standard Verbs – Verbs that 
communicate a simple action. 

– “run,” “speak,” “destroy”

• Stative Verbs – Verbs that 
communicate a “state of being.” 

– “to be old,” “to be small,” “to be ruined”



Hebrew Word Order



Definite Direct Object Marker 

Marks the definite direct 
object in a sentence

־תאֶ ;תאֵ



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Morphology of Nouns 
& Adjectives

Chapter 6



Rules of “proto-Hebrew”

• Non-historic long vowels in BH were 
originally short vowels in PrH. 



Rules of “proto-Hebrew”

• Vocal Shewas in BH are short vowels in PrH.

*םירִבַדַּ⟵ םירִבָדְּ



Rules of “proto-Hebrew”

Everything else is the same…
Short vowels in BH are short vowels in PrH. 

Historical long vowels in BH are historic long 
vowels in PrH.

Silent shewas in BH are silent shewas in PrH. 

*־רבַדַּ⟵ ־רבַדְּ

*םירִבַדַּ⟵ םירִבָדְּ

*לטָקְיִ⟵ לֹטקְיִ



Summary of “proto-Hebrew” Rules
• Non-historic long vowels in BH were 

originally short vowels in PrH. 
• Vocal shewas in BH are short vowels in PrH 

(usually pataḥ).
• Everything else is the same…
• Short vowels in BH are short vowels in PrH. 
• Historical long vowels in BH are historic long 

vowels in PrH.
• Silent shewas in BH are silent shewas in PrH. 



Rules of Hebrew Syllables
• A closed accented syllable in PrH prefers a long vowel in BH. 

• An open pretonic syllable in PrH requires a long vowel in BH. 

• A closed unaccented syllable in PrH requires a short vowel in 
BH. 

• An open accented syllable in PrH prefers a short in BH. 

• An originally open pro-pretonic syllable in PrH reduces the 
original short vowel to a vocal shewa in BH. 

רבָדָּ⟵*רבַ֫ ׀ דַּ

רבָדָּ⟵*רבַ֫ ׀דַּ

לֹטקְיִ ⟵*לטָ֫ ׀קְיִ

דלֶיֶ֫⟵*דלֶ ׀ יֶ֫

םירִבָדְּ⟵*םירִ ׀ בַ֫ ׀דַּ



Mnemonic for Syllable Rules
• CAPL – closed accented prefers long
• OPRL – open pretonic requires long
• CURS – closed unaccented requires short
• OAPS – open accented prefers short
• OOPPS – originally open pro-pretonic reduces to shewa



Noun & Adjective 
Endings



Steps to Create Hebrew Nouns
• Put the word into Proto-Hebrew (§6.2)
• Add the respective “box” to create the form 

(§6.4; §6.5)
• Follow the rules of syllables to get the 

vowels back to their biblical Hebrew form 
(§6.3)
•Make adjustments for gutturals (§1.5) or 

shewa fights. 



Masculine Plural Absolute ָּרבָד

1. Proto-Hebrew
2. “Box”
3. Rules of syllables



Accounting for Gutturals
Masculine Plural 
Absolute ָרפָע

1. Proto-Hebrew
2. “Box”
3. Rules of syllables



Accounting for Shewa Fight
Masculine Plural 
Construct ָּרבַד

1. Proto-Hebrew
2. “Box”
3. Rules of syllables



Feminine Nouns
Feminine Plural Construct ּהרָוֹת

1. Remove the ◌ָה  of the noun. 
2. Proto-Hebrew
3. “Box”
4. Rules of syllables



Syntax of Adjectives 
Attributive Adjective



Syntax of Adjectives 
Predicate Adjective



Syntax of Adjectives 
Substantive Adjective



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Morphology of 
Segolate Nouns

Chapter 7



Segolate Nouns

• Nouns that often have two short 
vowels and an accented R1. 

ךְלֶמֶ֫ ץרֶאֶ֫

רפֶסֵ֫  דגֶבֶּ֫ דגֶנֶ֫

תחַתַּ֫     ןעַמַ֫לְ     רעַנַ֫ 



Segolate Vowel Classes

• Segolate nouns “originally” had one short 
vowel.



Singular Segolate Nouns

• Singular absolute and singular construct 
are identical forms. 

ךְלֶמֶ֫            ךְלֶמֶ֫
Sg.  AbsoluteSg. Construct



Singular Segolate Nouns

• Examples of singular construct 
segolates…

Genesis 14:1

רעָ֔נְשִׁ־ךְלֶמֶֽלפֶ֣רָמְאַ ֙ימֵיבִּ יהִ֗יְוַ

ֹעלָרְדָכְּ רסָ֑לָּאֶךְלֶמֶ֣ךְוֹי֖רְאַ ר֙מֶ֨

׃םיִֽוֹגּךְלֶמֶ֥לעָ֖דְתִוְםלָ֔יעֵךְלֶמֶ֣



Singular Segolate Nouns

• Example of a singular absolute segolate…

Deuteronomy 17:14b

ךְלֶמֶ֔ ֙ילַעָ המָישִׂ֤אָ תָּ֗רְמַאָוְ

׃יתָֹֽביבִסְ רשֶׁ֥אֲםיִ֖וֹגּהַ־לכָכְּ



Creating Singular Segolate Nouns

Segolate Proto Pattern
• Short vowel; shewa; shewa

Add 
“box”

Rules of 
Syllables

Importance of this 
letter…



Creating Singular Segolate Nouns
• Feminine Singular Absolute ֶ֫ךְלֶמ  (a) 

1. Proto-Hebrew
2. Add “Box”
3. Rules of Syllables



Creating Plural Segolate Nouns

רבַדַּ  Proto Pattern
• pataḥ; pataḥ; shewa

Add 
“box”

Rules of 
Syllables



Creating Plural Segolate Nouns
• Masculine Plural Absolute ֶ֫ךְלֶמ  (a)

1. Proto-Hebrew
2. Add “Box”
3. Rules of Syllables



Creating Plural Segolate Nouns
What the letter in parenthesis for Plural Segolates?
• Masculine Plural Construct ֶ֫ךְלֶמ  (a)

1. Proto-Hebrew

2. Add “Box”

3. Rules of Syllables



Singular Segolate 
Nouns w/Gutturals



Plural Segolate 
Nouns w/Gutturals



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Pronominal 
Suffixes
Chapter 8



Pronominal Suffix “Boxes”



Creating Nouns with Suffixes

• 1cs on a singular noun ָּרבָד

• 2mp on a plural noun ָרפָע

• 3fp on a plural noun ָּרבָד

Add 
“box”

Rules of 
Syllables



Unique Features of Suffixes on Feminine Nouns

• 3ms on a plural noun ּהרָוֹת  (“his laws)

• Remove ◌ָה
• Singular noun – add ◌ַת
• Plural noun – add ◌ֹתו



Pronominal Suffixes on Prepositions



Pronominal Su=ixes on Prepositions



Pronominal Suffixes on Prepositions



Pronominal Suffixes on Prepositions



Syntax of Nouns with Pronominal Suffixes

• Hebrew nouns with suffixes are 
definite.

• Hebrew pronominal suffixes function 
syntactically in a genitive 
relationship, often possessive.

• Nouns with pronominal suffixes 
indicate two grammatical numbers; 
one refers to the noun, and the other 
refers to the pronoun. 



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Qal Perfect & 
Hebrew Numbers

Chapter 9



Verbal Terminology
• Verbal Root – Consonants that determine the base meaning 

of a verb. Usually three root consonants. 
• Verb Stems – Qal, Niphal, Piel, Pual, Hithpael, Hiphil, Hophal
• Verb Conjugations – Perfect, Imperfect, Imperative, Infinitive, 

Participle, Jussive, Cohortative, Vayyiqtol; Veqatal
• Person, Gender, Number 
• Preformative – Letter or letters added at the beginning of the 

verbal root. 
• Sufformative – Letter or letters added to the end of a verbal 

root. 

• Vocalic Sufformative – A sufformative that is only a vowel. 
• Syllabic Sufformative – A sufformative that is an entire 

syllable. 
• Affix

• Prefix – An affix that occurs at the beginning of a verb. 
• Suffix – An affix that occurs at the end of a verb. 

• Preformative Vowel – Vowel that is associated with the 
preformative consonant. 

• Thematic Vowel – The vowel that is associated with the 
second root consonant (R2). 



The Qal Paradigm
Past Tense; Completed Action

Qal Perfect

1cs יתִּלְטַ֫קָ I killed/have killed

2ms תָּלְטַ֫קָ You (ms) killed/have killed

2fs תְּלְטַקָ You (fs) killed/have killed

3ms לטַקָ He killed/has killed

3fs הלָטְקָֽ She killed/has killed

1cp וּנלְטַ֫קָ We killed/have killed

2mp םתֶּלְטַקְ Y’all (mp) killed/have killed

2fp ןתֶּלְטַקְ Y’all (fp) killed/have killed

3cp וּלטְקָֽ They killed/have killed



Vav-Consecutive 
Perfect  ׃דחָֽאֶ ׀הוָ֥היְ וּניהֵ֖לֹאֱ הוָ֥היְ לאֵ֑רָשְׂיִעמַ֖ש4ְׁ

ךָ֖שְׁפְנַ־לכָבְוּךָ֥בְבָלְ־לכָבְּךָיהֶ֑לֹאֱ הוָ֣היְ תאֵ֖ תָּ֔בְהַאָ֣ו5ְ
 ׃ךָדֶֽאֹמְ־לכָבְוּ
 םוֹיּ֖הַ ךָ֛וְּצַמְ יכִ֧נֹאָ רשֶׁ֨אֲ הלֶּאֵ֗הָ םירִ֣בָדְּהַוּי֞הָו6ְ
 ׃ךָבֶֽבָלְ־לעַ
 ךָ֙תֶ֨יבֵבְּ ךָ֤תְּבְשִׁבְּ םבָּ֑ תָּ֖רְבַּדִוְ ךָינֶ֔בָלְםתָּ֣נְנַּשִׁו7ְ
 ׃ךָמֶֽוּקבְוּ ךָ֖בְּכְשָׁבְוּֽ ךְרֶדֶּ֔בַ ךָ֣תְּכְלֶבְוּ
 ׃ךָינֶֽיעֵ ןיבֵּ֥תפֹ֖טָֹטלְוּי֥הָוְךָדֶ֑יָ־לעַ תוֹא֖לְםתָּ֥רְשַׁקְו8ּ
ֹזוּזמְ־לעַםתָּ֛בְתַכְו9ּ  ׃ךָירֶֽעָשְׁבִוּ ךָתֶ֖יבֵּת֥

VEQATAL

לטַקָוְ
Deut 6:4–9



Hebrew Numbers Cardinal Numbers

Cardinal Numbers

Fem. Abs. Fem. Const. Masc. Abs. Masc. Const.

One תחַאַ תחַאַ דחָאֶ דחַאַ
Two םיִתַּ֫שְׁ יתֵּשְׁ םיִנַ֫שְׁ ינֵשְׁ
Three שׁלֹשָׁ שׁלֹשְׁ השָׁלֹשְׁ תשֶׁלֹשְׁ
Four עבָּרְאַ עבָּרְאַ העָבָּרְאַ תעַבַּ֫ראַ
Five שׁמֵחָ שׁמֵחֲ השָּׁמִחֲ תשֶׁמֵ֫חֲ
Six שׁשֵׁ שׁשֵׁ השָּׁשִׁ תשֶׁשֵׁ֫
Seven עבַשֶׁ֫ עבַשְׁ העָבְשִׁ תעַבְשִׁ
Eight הנֶמֹשְׁ הנֵמֹשְׁ הנָמֹשְׁ תנַמֹשְׁ
Nine עשַׁתֵּ֫ עשַׁתְּ העָשְׁתִּ תעַשְׁתִּ
Ten רשֶׂעֶ֫ רשֶׂעֶ֫ הרָשָׂעֲ תרֶשֶׂ֫עֲ



Hebrew Numbers Ordinal Numbers

Ordinal Numbers
Masculine Feminine

First ןוֹשׁארִ הנָֹשׁארִ
Second ינִשֵׁ תינִשֵׁ
Third ישִׁילִשְׁ תישִׁילִשְׁ
Fourth יעִיבִרְ תיעִיבִרְ
Fifth ישִׁימִחֲ תישִׁימִחֲ
Sixth ישִּׁשִׁ תישִּׁשִׁ
Seventh יעִיבִשְׁ תיעִיבִשְׁ
Eighth ינִימִשְׁ תינִימִשְׁ
Ninth יעִישִׁתְּ תיעִישִׁתְּ
Tenth ירִישִׂעֲ תירִישִׂעֲ



Hebrew Numbers Multiples of 10Multiples of Ten

Twenty םירִשְׂעֶ
Thirty םישִׁוֹלשְׁ
Forty םיעִבָּרְאַ
Fifty םישִׁמִּחֲ
Sixty םישִּׁשִׁ
Seventy םיעִבְשִׁ
Eighty םינִמֹשְׁ
Ninety םיעִשְׁתִּ



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Qal Imperfect & 
Volitionals

Chapter 10



Qal Imperfect Future/Present Tense Incomplete Action Aspect



Qal Volitionals
1st person
 “may I” or “let me”

2nd person
 “Go” or “Sit”

2nd and 3rd person
 “Let him” or “may she”

Cohortative

Imperative

Jussive



Vav-Consecutive Imperfect VAYYIQTOL

לֹטקְיִּוַ
לֹטקְתִּוַ
לֹטקְאֶוָ

Form: 
Points like the definite article.

Meaning: 
Temporal Succession - “And then…     
               and then…and then…” 
Logical Succession – “And so…”



Vav + Imperative UQETOL

Simple Conjunctive Vav joining two or 
more imperatives in sequence…

May communicate purpose…

 וּא֤לְמִוּ וּב֗רְוּוּר֣פְּרמֹ֑אלֵ םיהִ֖לֹאֱ םתָ֛אֹ ךְרֶבָ֧יְוַ
׃ץרֶאָֽבָּברֶ יִ֥ ףוֹע֖הָוְ םימִּ֔יַּבַּ ם֙יִמַּ֨הַ־תאֶ

Genesis 1:22

ֹיּוַ ֹז ישִׁ֔ילִשְּׁהַ םוֹיּ֣בַּ ף֙סֵוֹיםהֶ֤לֵאֲ רמֶא֨  וּשׂ֖עֲ תא֥
׃ארֵֽיָ ינִ֥אֲםיהִ֖לֹאֱהָ־תאֶוּי֑חְוִֽ

Genesis 42:18



Hebrew Prohibitions

Imperfect + אֹל
• “Absolute Prohibition”
• Stronger Prohibition

Jussive + ַלא
• Negative command/prohibition



Introduction to the 
Masoretic Accents
Disjunctive Accents

Disjunctive Accents

Sof Pasuq ׃ ׃רבָדָּ

K
in

gs
/D

0

Silluq ◌ֽ רבָֽדָּ
Athnāḥ ◌֑ רבָ֑דָּ

Pr
in

ce
s/

D
1

Segolta ◌֒ postpositive ֒רבָדָּ
Shalsheleth ׀֓◌ ׀רבָ֓דָּ
Zaqef Qaton ◌֔ רבָ֔דָּ
Zaqef Gadol ◌֕ רבָ֕דָּ
Tiphcha ◌֖ רבָ֖דָּ

D
uk

es
/D

2

Rebia ◌֗ רבָ֗דָּ
Zarqa ◌֮ postpositive ר֮בָדָּ
Pashta ◌֙ postpositive ר֙בָדָּ
Yethib ◌֚ prepositive רבָדָּ֚
Tebir ◌֛ רבָ֛דָּ

C
ou

nt
s/

D
3

Geresh ◌֜ רבָ֜דָּ
Gershaim ◌֞ רבָ֞דָּ
Pazer ◌֡ רבָ֡דָּ
Pazer Gadol 
(Qarne Parah) ◌֟ רבָ֟דָּ
Telisha Gadol ◌֠ prepositive רבָדָּ֠
Legarmeh ׀֣◌ ׀רבָ֣דָּ



Introduction to the 
Masoretic Accents
Conjunctive Accents

Conjunctive Accents

Munach ◌֣ רבָ֣דָּ
Mehuppach ◌֤ רבָ֤דָּ
Merecha ◌֥ רבָ֥דָּ
Merecha Kepula ◌֦ רבָ֦דָּ
Darga ◌֧ רבָ֧דָּ
Azla (Qadma) ◌֨ רבָ֨דָּ
Telisha Qaton ◌֩ postpositive ר֩בָדָּ
Galgal ◌֢ רבָ֢דָּ
Mayela ◌֖◌֑ רבָ֑דָּ֖



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Qal Participles & 
Infinitives

Chapter 11



Qal Participles Absolute Participles Durative Aspect



Qal Participles Construct Participles Durative Aspect



Qal Infinitive Infinitive Absolute & Infinitive Construct



Meaning of Participles Attributive Verbal Adjective



Meaning of Participles Attributive Verbal Adjective



Meaning of Participles Predicate Verbal Adjective



Meaning of Participles Substantival Verbal Adjectives



Meaning of Infinitives Infinitive Absolute - Intensive



Meaning of Infinitives Infinitive Absolute - Continual Action



Meaning of Infinitives Infinitive Absolute - Substitutes for a Main Verb



Meaning of Infinitives Infinitive Absolute - Substitutes for a Noun



Meaning of Infinitives Infinitive Construct – Expresses Purpose



Meaning of Infinitives Infinitive Construct – Expresses Time (Temporal Clause)



Meaning of Infinitives Infinitive Construct Complementary Infinitive



Meaning of Infinitives Infinitive Construct – Expresses Manner



Stative Verbs Thematic Vowel Symbols



Stative Verbs E/A אלמ



Stative Verbs A-e/A דבכ



Stative Verbs A/A לדג



Stative Verbs A/A לדג



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Strong Verb Derived 
Stems “The Chart”

Chapter 12



The Derived Stems Chart



Thematic Vowel Symbols



The Derived Stems



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Strong Verb Derived 
Stems: Creating & 

Parsing Forms
Chapter 13





Creating Strong Verbs

1. Shell/ “box”
2. Thematic Vowel
3. Qal Distinctives

a. Make any final adjustments



Piel Impf 2fs ׁרבש



Niphal Participle mp רכז



Piel Impf 1cp לשׁמ



Piel Impf 2fs ׁרמש
What is up with SQeNMLeVY? (SQNMLVY Rule)



Hithpael Pf 2mp ׁרמש
Did those two consonants really just switch 
places? (Hithpael metathesis)



Hithpael Pf 2mp ׁרמש
Why does that form not have a ḥireq-yod when 
my vowel symbols say that it should? Hiphil 
Ṣere Forms (J.I.I.V.E.)



Parsing Verbs - Working Backwards

וּלטְּקֻ



Parsing Verbs - Working Backwards

הרָיכִּ֫זְנַ



Parsing Verbs - Working Backwards

םילִכְתַּסְמִ



WITH ADAM HOWELL

The Meaning of the 
Derived Stems

Chapter 14



The Derived Stems





The Meaning of the Niphal



The Meaning of the Piel & Pual



The Meaning of the Hithpael



The Meaning of the Hiphil & Hophal



The Derived Stems



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Pronominal Suffixes 
on Verbs
Chapter 15













Examples

וּנּפֶ֫וּשׁתְּ



Examples

וּנּפֶ֫וּשׁתְּ
Qal Imperfect 2ms/3fs ׁףוש + 3ms (infixed נ) 

(from Genesis 3:15 “you shall bruise him on the heel,” so 2ms)



Examples

םאָ֫רָבְּ



Examples

םאָ֫רָבְּ
Qal Perfect 3ms ארב  + 3mp suffix

“he created them”



Pronominal Suffixes on the Perfect

• Proto Forms of verbs with suffixes. 
•  “Normal” is Rule 1 of Proto Hebrew (§6.2) 
• Non-historical long vowels become the 

corresponding short vowel of the same vowel 
class. 

יתִּלְטַ֫קַ⟵ יתִּלְטַ֫קָ



Pronominal Suffixes on the Perfect

• Proto Forms of verbs with suffixes. 
• Memorize the proto forms for the Perfect 3fs, 2fs, 2mp. 
• 3fs - ַתלַ֫טַק  (feminine ת)
• 2fs - ַיתִּ֫לְטַק  (identical to 1cs) 
• 2mp - ַוּתּ֫לְטַק
• *These all will take suffixes 

attached DIRECTLY to the verb 
(EVEN THE 3fs). 



Pronominal Suffixes on the Perfect Proto Forms

1cs יתִּ֫לְטַקַ וּנ֫לְטַקַ 1cp

2ms †תּלְטַקַ וּתּ֫לְטַקַ 2mp

2fs יתִּ֫לְטַקַ וּתּ֫לְטַקַ 2fp

3ms לטַקַ
וּלטַקַ 3cp

3fs תלַ֫טַקַ



Anticipating Vowel Reduction

• The Perfect with suffixes reduces according to the noun 
reduction rules. 

Qal Perfect Conjugation

וּהיתִּ֫לְטַקְ ⟵ וּהיתִּ֫לְטַקַ ⟵ יתִּלְטַקַ ⟵ יתִּלְטַ֫קָ



Anticipating Vowel Reduction

• Piel w/suffixes - Reduces thematic vowel 
according to verbal reduction rules = R2 
reduces to a vocal Shewa.

ינִוּר֫שְּׁאִ

• Hiphil w/suffixes - Never reduces thematic 
vowels.

ינִתַּ֫רְכַּזְהִ       םצָ֫יפִהֱ

Piel & Hiphil Perfect Conjugation



Pronominal Suffixes on the Imperfect & Imperative
Anticipating Vowel Changes



Pronominal Suffixes on the Imperfect & Imperative
Anticipating Vowel Changes

וּנּשֶׁ֫רְדְאֶ וּנּאֶ֫רָקְיִ    

ךָ֫שְׁגָּפְיִ



Pronominal Suffixes on the Imperative Proto Forms



Pronominal Suffixes on the Infinitive Construct Proto Forms

ךָ֫לְכָאֲ םעָ֫סְנָ    



Ending Suffix Vowel Sufformative Parse & Translate

ךְתֶרָ֫מָשְׁ
i-class

2fs
(“you”)

2nd person
(inconclusive)

historic 3fs
(“she______”)

Qal Perfect 3fs ׁ2 + רמש fs
(“she kept you”)

1 ןיתִּלְטַקְ

2 וּנעֵ֫מָשְׁ

3 וֹכילִמְהַ



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Introduction to 
Weak Verbs

Chapter 16





Characteristics of Gutturals

ךְרֵבֵּ⟵ ךְרֵּבִּ רעֵבִּ⟵ רעֵּבִּ

דבֵעָיֵ⟵ דבֵעָּיִ

§16.3.1.1 Gutturals Reject Dagesh Forte



Characteristics of Gutturals

רמֹאֱ⟵ רמֹאְ

רֹבעֲיַ⟵ רֹבעְיִ

§16.3.1.2 Gutturals Take Composite Shewa



Characteristics of Gutturals

Qal Imperative 2ms of רחב
רחַבְּ⟵ רֹחבְּ

§16.3.1.3 Gutturals Prefer /a/ Sounds Around Them

Piel Perfect 3ms of עקב
עקַּבִּ⟵ עקֵּבִּ



Characteristics of Gutturals
§16.3.1.4 Gutturals הּ ,ח ,ע at the End of a Word Take a Furtive Pataḥ



Characteristics of Gutturals
§16.3.1.4 Gutturals הּ ,ח ,ע at the End of a Word Take a Furtive Pataḥ



Characteristics of Gutturals
§16.3.1.4 Gutturals הּ ,ח ,ע at the End of a Word Take a Furtive Pataḥ



Characteristics of Gutturals
§16.3.1.4 Guttural א Quiesces with a Silent Shewa

 רמֶאֹיּוַ

יתִאלֵ֫מָ



Weak Verbs נ

Qal Imperfect 3ms עטנ
עטַּיִ⟵עטַטְיִ⟵עטַנְיִ

§16.3.2 Nun with a silent shewa likes to assimilate

**



Vavs and Yods in Weak Verbs

Qal Perfect 3ms אוב
אבָּ⟵ אוב

§16.3.3.1 Vavs and Yods may drop

Qal Imperfect 3fs בשׁי
בשֵׁתֵּ⟵בשֵׁוְתִּ *



Vavs and Yods in Weak Verbs

Nothing new…

§16.3.3.2 Vavs and Yods may contract/coalesce into vowels

הדָוּהיבִּ⟵ הדָוּהיְבִּ⟵ הדָוּהיְבְּ⟵ הדָוּהיְ + בְּ



Vavs and Yods in Weak Verbs
§16.3.3.2 Vavs and Yods may contract/coalesce into vowels



Geminate Verbs (“Twins”)

Qal Perfect 3cp בבס
וּבּסַ֫⟵ וּבבְסָֽ

§16.3.4 Hebrew Does Not Usually Write Consecutive Consonants

*



Preformative Vowels In Weak Verbs

Qal (a/o)  ָםוּקי

§16.3.5 Preformative Vowels Were Originally /a/ Vowels

*

Hiphil (a/i)  ָםיקִי



How To Think About Weak Verbs

*

“The Strong Verb Equation”



WITH ADAM HOWELL

III-ה Verbs 
(III- י/ו Verbs)

Chapter 17



General Principles

• III-ה verbs are verbs with a ה in the R3 in the lexical form. 
• י.ל.ג =ה.ל.ג

• “Originally,” they were III- י/ו  verbs and hence they will 
morph using the basic principles of vavs and yods (they 
will either coalesce/contract or drop). 

• III- י/ו  will coalesce with syllabic sufformatives 
( —יתִילִ֫גָּ  Qal Pf 1cs). 

• III- י/ו  will drop with vocalic sufformatives 
( —וּלגָּ  Qal Pf 3cp). 



Typical (Basic) Endings



Specific Principles The Perfect



Specific Principles The Imperfect



Specific Principles The Infinitive Absolute



Specific Principles The Infinitive Construct



Specific Principles Participles



Parsing Examples



Parsing Examples



Parsing Examples



WITH ADAM HOWELL

I- י/ו  Verbs
Chapter 18



General Principles

• I- י/ו  verbs will contract (coalesce) or drop the original  or ו
original  in the R1 position when it is vowelless (i.e., with י
a shewa [silent or vocal]). 

• Both I-ו verbs and I-י verbs have a yod as the R1 in the 
lexicon. 



General Principles

• Mnemonic for I-י verbs…

• All others are original I-ו verbs. 



General Principles

• If the I- י/ו has a vowel in the R1, the verbs is strong. 



Contractions



I-ו Verbs Vowelless I-ו Contracts (Niphal)



I-ו Verbs Vowelless I-ו Contracts (Hiphil)



I-ו Verbs Vowelless I-ו Contracts (Hophal)



I-ו Verbs Vowelless I-ו Drops (Qal Imperfect)



I-ו Verbs Vowelless I-ו Drops (Qal Imperative)



I-ו Verbs Vowelless I- Drops (Infinitive Construct) ו



I-ו Verbs

• Thematic Vowels in the Qal are A/E-a 
for I-ו verbs. 

• Vav-consecutives retract the accent 
to the preformative consonant. 

Final Considerations



I-י Verbs Contract



I-י Verbs Contract



Mixed Forms



 ךְלה



Parsing Examples



Parsing Examples



WITH ADAM HOWELL

II- י/ו  Verbs
Chapter 19



General Principles

• II- י/ו  verbs will contract (coalesce) or drop the original  ו
or original .in the R2 position י

• No II- י/ו  verbs are strong. 😕

• Concept of Biconsonantal roots. 

• Lexical form for II- י/ו  verbs is the Infinitive Construct.  
תישִׁ  אוֹבּ  םוּק



II- י/ו  Verbs: Qal

• Weak verb original Hebrew preformative vowels are 
a-class )ָםוּקי( . [cf. §16.3.5]

• Remember to think in terms of vowel class for thematic 
vowels and not specific vowels. 
• םוּקיָ  and are both Qal אוֹביָ
• A/Ô[Û]



II- י/ו  Verbs: Qal

• Thematic Vowel: A-ā/
• 3rd persons: qameṣ

“Short” Forms: Perfect and Participle



II- י/ו  Verbs: Qal “Long” Forms: All other conjugations



II- י/ו  Verbs: Qal
Imperfect



II- י/ו  Verbs: Qal

Imperative



II- י/ו  Verbs: Qal

Infinitive Construct

Infinitive Absolute



II- י/ו  Verbs: Niphal

• Once again you can pair the Perfect and Participle with 
similar morphology. 

• Thematic vowel is holem-vav )ֹו( .
• Syllabic sufformatives use a helping vowel— ְיתִוֹמ֫וּקנ .

General Thoughts



II- י/ו  Verbs: Niphal

• Perfect and Participle: Shift to a-class preformative; 
reduce to vocal shewa if in an open pro-pretonic syllable 
(OOPPS).



II- י/ו  Verbs: Niphal Imperfect, Imperative, Infinitive



II- י/ו  Verbs: Hiphil General Thoughts

• Perfect and Participle: Hireq preformative vowel follows 
vowel lengthening/reduction rules
• OPRL— ֵםיקִה  
• OOPPS— ֲיתִוֹמ֫יקִה

• Thematic vowel is hireq-yod, except for J.I.I.V.E forms. 
• Impf, Impv, Inf. preformative is a-class OPRL— ָםיקִי





II- י/ו  Verbs: Hophal (Huphal) General Thoughts

• Perfect and Participle: Hireq preformative vowel follows 
vowel lengthening/reduction rules
• OPRL— ֵםיקִה  
• OOPPS— ֲיתִוֹמ֫יקִה

• Thematic vowel is hireq-yod, except for J.I.I.V.E forms. 
• Impf, Impv, Inf. preformative is a-class OPRL— ָםיקִי



II- י/ו  Verbs: Polel, Polal, Hithpolel General Thoughts

• Essentially the Piel, Pual, and Hithpael of II- י/ו  verbs.
 

• Reduplicate the R3 and contract the middle ו.



II- י/ו  Verbs: Polel, Polal, Hithpolel



II- י/ו  Verbs: Pilpel, Palpel, Hithpalpel General Thoughts

• Essentially the Piel, Pual, and Hithpael of II- י/ו  verbs. 

• Reduplicate both R1 and R3. 



II- י/ו  Verbs Parsing Examples



II- י/ו  Verbs Parsing Examples



WITH ADAM HOWELL

Geminate Verbs
Chapter 20



General Principles

• Geminate Verbs are verbs with a “doubled” or “twinned” 
R2 and R3. ררא  ללה  בבס

• Hebrew avoids writing consecutive consonants, so 
geminate verbs will often display a dagesh forte. 

• Usually the R2 will double, but sometimes the R1 can 
double (“transposition of gemination”). 

• Some strong forms do exist. (see §20.2)



General Characteristics

• Doubling usually happens with 
the R2/R3 with sufformatives. 



General Characteristics

• Doubling may happen with R1. 
(transposition of gemination).



General Characteristics

• Doubling may happen with R1 
and R2/R3.

• Only 7 times in the HB. 
§20.3.1.3

Ezekiel 10:16 – Qal Imperfect 3mp בבס
 םלָ֑צְאֶ םינִּ֖פַוֹאהָ וּכ֥לְיֵ םיבִ֔וּרכְּהַ ת֙כֶלֶ֙בְוּ
 לעַ֣מֵ ם֙וּרלָםהֶ֗יפֵנְכַּ־תאֶ םיבִ֜וּרכְּהַ תאֵ֨שְׂבִוּ
׃םלָֽצְאֶמֵםהֵ֖־םגַּ םינִּ֛פַוֹאהָוּבּסַּ֧יִ־אֹל ץרֶאָ֔הָ



General Characteristics

• Thematic vowel unites R1 and R2.



General Characteristics

• Syllabic sufformatives use helping 
vowels. 



Qal



Niphal



Polel, Hithpolel, Hithpalpel



Hiphil



Hophal/Huphal



• Hebrew does not double final consonant. 

Geminate Verbs Final Considerations



• Gutturals do not double. 

Geminate Verbs Final Considerations



Geminate Verbs Parsing Examples



Geminate Verbs Parsing Examples



Geminate Verbs Parsing Examples



WITH ADAM HOWELL

I-נ Verbs
Chapter 21



General Principles

• I-נ will assimilate (w/silent shewa) or drop (w/vocal 
shewa). 

• Assimilation with ִןמ



“Strong” Forms
• If I-נ has a vowel or dagesh forte, נ will remain.

• Piel Imperfect 3ms ְשׁגֵּנַי

• Niphal Imperfect 3ms ִשׁגֵנָּי

• If I-נ has a vocal shewa in the Perfect

• Qal Perfect 2mp ְםתֶּלְפַנ

• If I-נ is followed by a guttural.

• Qal Imperfect 3ms ִגהַנְי 



I-נ Assimilates
• …with a silent shewa.



I-נ Assimilates
• Qal Imperfect



I-נ Assimilates
• Niphal Perfect and Participle



I-נ Assimilates
• Hiphil (all)





I-נ Assimilates
• Hophal/Huphal





I-נ Drops
• A very specific but common stem & conjugation:
• Qal Imperative and Infinitive Construct with /A or /E 

thematic vowels. 





חקל
• I-ל assimilates or drops in the Qal.



ןתנ
• I-נ and III-נ !!



WITH ADAM HOWELL

I-Guttural Verbs
Chapter 22



General Principles

1. Gutturals (including ר) reject a dagesh forte. 
2.  Gutturals take composite (ḥatef-)shewas, not simple 

vocal shewas. 
3.  Gutturals prefer /a/ sounds under them and before 

them, usually a pataḥ. 
4.  Gutturals הּ, ה, ע  at the end of a word take a furtive 

pataḥ.
5.  Furtive pataḥ is a vocalic glide into the final /a/ sound of 

the guttural letter. It is not considered a vowel and will 
appear as a pataḥ that is slightly shifted to the right of 
the letter ( חַוּר ).

Characteristics of Gutturals (§1.4.1)



General Principles

• In a particular subset of I-Guttural verbs 
(I-א Special Case Verbs; I-א ōPV), we 
will see the  .quiesce א



Strong Areas of I-Gutturals



Gutturals Reject Dagesh Forte Niphal



Gutturals Take Composite Shewas

• §22.5.1 I-Gutturals take a composite 
shewa rather than a simple vocal 
shewa. 
• When the “strong” form has a simple 

vocal shewa, I-Gutturals will make it a 
composite shewa. 



Gutturals Take Composite Shewas

• §22.5.2 I-Gutturals take a composite 
shewa rather than a silent shewa.



Gutturals Take Composite Shewas

• Representative forms for the derived 
stems.

• Follow the vowel class of the 
preformative vowel. 



Gutturals Take Composite Shewas

• What if there is not a composite shewa?



Gutturals Take Composite Shewas

• Some I-Guttural verbs may retain the 
silent shewa. 

• The preformative vowel still changes!



I-א ōPV Verbs

• He said ( רמא ): “I am willing ( הבא ) to eat ( לכא ) what I bake ( הפא ) even 
if I perish ( דבא ).”



I-א ōPV Verbs

• The “Canaanite Shift”



I-א ōPV Verbs

• The “Canaanite Shift” - Qal Imperfect 1cs (א preformative).



I-א ōPV Verbs

• Dissimilation of thematic vowels…



Parsing I-Guttural Verbs



Parsing I-Guttural Verbs
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II-Guttural Verbs
Chapter 23



General Principles

1. Gutturals (including ר) reject a dagesh forte. 

2.  Gutturals take composite (ḥatef-)shewas, not simple 
vocal shewas. 

3.  Gutturals prefer /a/ sounds under them and before 
them, usually a pataḥ. 

Characteristics of Gutturals at play in II-Gutturals



Rejection of the Dagesh Forte

• Only applied in the Piel, Pual, and Hithpael where the 
second root letter normally has a dagesh forte.



Rejection of the Dagesh Forte

• Some gutturals will “hide” the dagesh forte or “imply” it. 
There is no dagesh, but also no compensatory 
lengthening.



Rejection of the Dagesh Forte

• How do I anticipate whether the II-Guttural will reject or 
imply the dagesh forte?



Gutturals take Composite Shewas

• Vocalic ending = R2 reduction to a vocal shewa.



Minor Implications

• Thematic Vowels often become /A in the Qal Imperfect 
and Imperative.



Minor Implications

• Qal Imperative 2ms and Infinitive Construct are 
distinguishable forms in II-Gutturals.



Parsing II-Gutturals
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III-Guttural Verbs
Chapter 24



General Principles

• Essentially III-ע and III-ח verbs. 

• Gutturals prefer a-class vowels under and before them. 

• Finite Verb - have person and number and serve as the 
head of a declarative sentence. 

• Non-Finite Verb - Infinitive and Participle.



Finite Verbs

• Perfect, Imperfect, and Imperative

• Ṣere thematic vowel becomes pataḥ.



Finite Verbs

• Perfect, Imperfect, and Imperative

• Retains thematic vowel but with a furtive pataḥ. 

• With historic long vowels.



Finite Verbs

• Perfect, Imperfect, and Imperative

• Retains thematic vowel but with a furtive pataḥ. 

• With pausal forms.



Finite Verbs

• Perfect, Imperfect, and Imperative



Non-Finite Verbs Infinitive & Participle



Non-Finite Verbs One Exception: T-Form Participle



Qal Impf & Impv

• Take /A thematic vowels due to the guttural. 



III-Gutturals and Shewas

• III-Gutturals often retain a silent shewa. 



III-Gutturals and Shewas

• Perfect 2fs forms



III-Gutturals and Shewas

• Addition of 2ms pronominal suffix - composite shewa. 



III-Gutturals and Shewas

• Addition of 2ms pronominal suffix - composite shewa. 



Parsing III-Gutturals
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III-א Verbs
Chapter 25



General Principles

• 13% of these verbs are Qal Perfect 3ms - just memorize 
the vocabulary card. 

• III-א often quiesces with a silent shewa.

• III-א prefers sere thematic vowels in the PERFECT 
conjugation. 



III-א Quiesces In the middle of a word…



III-א Quiesces At the end of a word…



III-א Prefer Ṣere in the Perfect

• Only in the Perfect conjugation. 

• Mixed stems become pure E/, pure stems become mixed 
E/. 



III-א Prefer Ṣere in the Perfect



Qal Impf & Impv
• Take /A thematic vowels.



Impf & Impv 2, 3fp Form
• Take segol as the thematic vowel. 



T-form Participles
• III-א Quiesces and gets a ṣere (compensatory 

lengthening). 



T-form Participles
• III-א Quiesces and gets a ṣere (compensatory 

lengthening). 



Parsing III-א Verbs
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