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The Alphabet & 
Vowels

Chapter 1
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Potentially 
Confused 
Consonants



Hebrew 
Vowels



The Shewa



BeGaD KePhaT Letters



Guttural Letters

)ר( ע ח ה א



1. Gutturals (including ר) reject dagesh forte. 

2. Gutturals take composite (ḥaṭef-) shewas (◌ֲ, ◌ֱ, ◌ֳ), not simple vocal 
shewas (◌ְ). 

3. Gutturals prefer /a/ sounds under and before them, usually pataḥ (◌ַ). 

4. Gutturals ּע ,ח ,ה at the end of the word take furtive pataḥ. 
a. Furtive pataḥ represents a vocalic glide into the final /a/ sound 

of the guttural letter. It is not considered a vowel and will appear 
as a pataḥ that is slightly shifted to the right of the letter ( חַוּר ). 

b. Futive pataḥ should be ignored when we begin dividing syllables. 

Characteristics of Gutturals



יתִארָ֫קָ
Quiescent א



Distinguishing Vav & Yod as a Consonant or Vowel

השֶׁמֹוּ
סוּס
בוֹט
הוָצְמִ
הוֶּצַמְ

תוֹצְמִ
תיבֵּ
איבִנָ
םוֹי
ןיָּדַּ

םיִמַ֫שָׁ
ירַבָדְּ



Alphabet Song



 ל כ י ט ח ז ו ה ד ג בא
ת שׁ שׂ ר ק צ פע ס נ מ

Alphabet Song



Genesis 1:1

םיהלא ארב תישארב
 ץראה תאו םימשה תא



םיהִלֹאֱ ארָבָּ תישִׁארֵבְּ
׃ץרֶאָ֫הָ תאֵוְ םיִמַ֫שָּׁהַ תאֵ

Genesis 1:1
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The Hebrew Syllable
Chapter 2



“The Hebrew syllable must begin with a consonant 
and contain only one vowel.” (SkG, §2.1).  

Syllable Definition

What about a shewa?

רבָ ׀ דָּ⟵ רבָדָּ
םירִ ׀ בָדְּ⟵ םירִבָדְּ



Open & Closed Syllables

Open syllables begin with a consonant and 
end with a vowel (“CV” syllables)

רבָ ׀דָּ

הלָ ׀ טְקָ

ץרֶ ׀ אָ֫ ׀ הָ ׀ מֵ



Closed syllables begin with a consonant, has only one 
vowel, and then ends with a vowel (“CVC” syllables)

רבָ ׀ דָּ

ץרֶ ׀ אָ֫ ׀ הָ ׀ מֵ

Open & Closed Syllables



רבָדָּ

ץרֶאָ֫הָמֵ

הפָשָׂ

Dividing Words into Syllables



תישִׁארבְּ
Dividing Syllables with Quiescent א



• Tonic – The accented syllable; the final 
syllable unless otherwise marked. 

• Pretonic – The syllable immediately 
before the accented syllable. 

• Propretonic – The syllable before the 
pretonic; may be more than one. 

• Post-tonic – The syllable immediately 
after the accented syllable. 

Syllables and Accents



רבָדָּ

ץרֶאָ֫הָמֵ

הפָשָׂ

Syllables and Accents



Qameṣ and Qameṣ-ḥatuf

Two Criteria…
1. Closed syllable
 AND
2. Unaccented syllable

ץרֶאָ֫הָ

םקָיָּ֫וַ
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Working with 
Dageshes & Shewas
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